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15 November 2004 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34 Chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20 
Switzerland 



Re: 



"Amendment of the claims imder Article 19(l) (Rule 46)" 

International AppUcation No. PCT/JP2004/008914 

International FiUng Date- 18 June 2004 

Applicant: Air Operation Technologies Inc. 

Agent: IKEUCHI SATO & PARTNER PATENT ATTORNEYS 

OurRef:H2160-Ql 



Dear Sir: 



The Applicant, who received the International Search Report and the ISA 
opinion on patentability criteria relating to the above-identified International 
Application transmitted on 28 September 2004, hereby files amendment under Article 
19(1) as in the attached sheets. 

That is, claim 1 is amended and claims 2-10 are retained^unchanged. 

The Applicant also files as attached herewith a brief statement explaining the 
amendment and indicating any impact that amendment therein might have on the 
description and drawings. 



Sincerely yours. 




IKEUCHI SATO & PARTNER PATENT ATTORNEYS 
Representative Partner 
Hiroyuki IKEUCHI 



Attachment: 

(1) Amendment under Article 19(l) 2 sheets 

(2) Brief Statement 1 sheet 



Explanations based on the SpedfLcation of PCT Article 19(l) 

(PCT Rule 46.4) 

Claim 1 has been amended to have a configuration such that an 
open space is formed between a flat sheet portion of a partition and a fan. 
In this configuration, when the fan is rotated in the normal direction so as 
to introduce the air at the rear of the fan to the firont of the fan, there is a 
room for allowing the air in the cooling chamber to flow to the cooler side by 
a suction force of the fan. 

Therefore, the outflow and the inflow of the air through the aperture 
concurrently occur, so that the flow speed of the discharged flow into the 
cooling chamber can be weakened. Therefore, cooling performance can be 
ensured, while the amount of firost deposited on the cooler can be reduced. 

The configuration of document 1, as shown in Fig. 1, does not have a 
fan that is disposed on a side of a cooler relative to a partition, but an inner 
edge surface of an aperture surrounds the fan. Therefore, a gap between 
the fan and the aperture forms an air course for promoting the air flow firom 
the cooler to the cooling chamber when the fan is rotated in the normal 
direction. 

The configuration of document 2, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, does not 
have an open space formed between a flat sheet portion of a partition and a 
fan, but an extended portion firom the partition surrounds a space in firont of 
the fan. Therefore, the extended portion forms an air course for promoting 
the air flow firom the cooler to the cooling chamber when the fan is rotated 
in the normal direction. 

In the configurations of document 1 and document 2, when the fan is 
rotated in the normal direction, there is no room for allowing the air in the 
cooHng chamber to flow to the cooler side by a suction force of the fan, and 




both of the outflow and the inflow of the air through the aperture cannot be 
obtained concurrently. 
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CLAIMS 



19 /^md^. 



1, 



A cooling device, comprising- 



a cooler provided on at least one side-wall side of a chamber formed 

with a thermal insulating box; 

a cooling chamber in front of the cooler; and 

a fan that allows air in the cooling chamber to flow, 

wherein the cooler and the cooling chamber are partitioned by a 

partition so as to allow cold air to be accumulated in the cooler, 

the fan is disposed on a side of the cooler relative to the partition, 

the partition in front of the fan has an aperture, and 

cold air accumulated in a space inside the partition and hot air in 

the cooling chamber are exchanged by the fan through the aperture. 

2. The cooling device according to claim 1, wherein dimensions of the 
aperture are larger than a diameter of the fan. 

3. The cooling device according to claim 2, wherein when viewing the 
fan in a direction of a rotation shaft of the fan, the fan is disposed in the 
aperture and there is an open space outside the fan. 

4. The cooling device according to claim 1, wherein rotation of the fan 
generates a discharged flow of cold air discharged from the cooler to the 
cooling chamber through the aperture and a sucked flow of cold air sucked 
from the cooling chamber to the cooler through the aperture. 

5. The cooling device according to daim 4, wherein the discharged flow 
and the sucked flow collide with each other, thus suppressing a flow speed of 
the cold air, 

6. The cooling device according to claim 1, wherein the fan is disposed 
above the cooler. 

7. The cooUng device according to claim 1, comprising a plurality of 
combinations of the fan and the aperture. 

8. The cooHng device according to claim 1, wherein a sUt is formed in 
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